
§ 5.2 Presumption of openness and proactive disclosures. 

(a) We will administer the FOIA with a presumption of openness. In accordance with 5 U.S.C.

552(a)(8) we will disclose records or information exempt from disclosure under the FOIA

whenever disclosure would not foreseeably harm an interest protected by a FOIA exemption and

disclosure is not prohibited by law. We also will consider whether partial disclosure of

information is possible whenever we determine that a full disclosure of a requested record is not

possible. This includes taking reasonable steps to segregate and release nonexempt information.

(b) Records that the FOIA requires agencies to make available for public inspection in an

electronic format may be accessed through each OpDiv's and Staff Div's Web site. Each OpDiv

and StaffDiv is responsible for determining which of its records must be made publicly available

(including frequently requested records), for identifying additional records of interest to the

public that are appropriate for public disclosure, and for posting and indexing such records. Each

OpDiv and StaffDiv must ensure that its Web site of posted records and indices is reviewed and

updated on an ongoing basis. Each OpDiv and StaffDiv has a FOIA Requester Service Center or

FOIA Public Liaison who can assist individuals in locating records. A list of agency FOIA Public

Liaisons is available at http://www.foia.gov/report-makerequest.html.


